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Abstract

Arab Ethical Reason and Governmentality in the Era of Codification

The subject matter of Arab ethical reason and governmentality in the era of
codification is among the most important and complicated topics that never
ceased to provoke huge controversy in Arab cultural and intellectual scenes. This
study discusses Arab ethical reason through looking at various intellectual
movements in relation with Quranic moral doctrine, and at the social and
historical circumstances in which this doctrine was codified to the other. In this
context, religious ideology was presented as an ultimate truth that has never
been nor will ever be a subject of debate with other philosophical and gnostic

trends in Arab Islamic thought.

This study amalgamates between the theory of ethics and the theory of politics
(or governmentality) throughout the first six Hijri centuries by studying the values
that were adopted by the official Islamic polity and led to ages of oppression and
despotism. These values have been justified not only by the sacred text of the
Quran as a sole source of legitimacy, but also by several derivatives from this
text. Hence, this study aspires to answer the major problem regarding why and
how the intellectual movements—both Sufi and philosophical—had different
interpretations of the sacred text concerning the theory of governmentality in
Islam from that of the official authority and its own clergy. Moreover, this study
will also address the question: what were the Islamic official stances as

manifested by the establishment of the state of Khilafa?

Throughout a broad literature review and interrogations of the original sources
concerned with Arab ethical reason and governmentality in the era of codification,
the major argument of this study is that the political authority represented by the
Khilafa establishment gave the clergy who are affiliated with it a supreme
authority to interpret the sacred text of the Quran in a manner that supported and
legitimiated its policies, and to provided all kinds of moral and meta-historical
legitimacy to the rulers and their heirs. However, this process was totally rejected

and condemned by other intellectual and political movements—both philosophical



and Sufi—that provided different proximities and a completely different
hermeneutical means to the same sacred text. To do so, the study used
genealogy as a methodological approach to carry out the mission of interrogating
original and secondary texts in terms of power, knowledge, and modes of
subjectivity. According to the general guidelines of this method, the sources have
been studied structurally in addition to a thorough analysis of the historical, social

and political matrix of ethics and politics—that is governmentality.

Accordingly, the study is divided into five chapters: Chapter One: An Introduction
in Method and Objectives, is a primary approach to the idea of the study, its
problem(s), major arguments, key concepts, literature review and its

methodology.

Chapter Two: Sacred Text and the Making of Governmentality—Hlistorical
Panorama, deals with the formation of an Islamic theory of governmentality and
the formation of Arab ethical reason during the era of codification from a
historical perspective. This chapter brings to light some overlooked, or perhaps
silenced, historical documents, such as the oratory of Abu Hamaza Al-Khariji.
This chapter also follows up the rise of the political and intellectual movements
and schools that supported the authority, and those that rebelled against it. The
chapter introduces three modes of interpretation of the Quranic text: the literal

mode (Bayani), the gnostic mode (Irfani), and the philosophical mode (Borhani).

Chapter Three: The Literal Mode and the Institutionalization of the Text,
introduces the hermeneutical means to interpret the Quranic text, such as
interpretation (Ta'weel), consensus (ljma’), juristic reasoning (ljtihad), among
others. This chapter also sheds light on the many services Islamic clergy have
offered to both the Khilafa and the Khailfa establishment.

Chapter Four: The Gnostic Mode and the Transcending of the Sacred Text:
concentrates on the gnostic mode within the Sufi tradition that is considered an
archetypal mode of transcending the sacred text of Quran through its emphasis

on the esoteric meaning of it. This mode of interpretation transcended the



“earthly” nature of the Quran to the realm of unification with God, and in some

cases to eclipse Him and to endow His attributes and authority to the Sufi Master.

Chapter Five: The Philosophical Mode and Reasonable Exegesis, explores the
philosophical mode of interpretation and how it managed to achieve partial victory
over the literal exegesis of the clergy of the official establishment of the Khilafa,

and to bring their monopoly on the hermeneutical institution to an end.
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